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An Eau Claire woman

who restores Bibles
will be featured on
television Sunday
Leador-Telegram staff
ulia Stanley, the daughter of & minkster, bolds a
' special place in her heart for the Good Book-
ies of the Bible in her home for people who
have worn theirs ragged. She re-ghies bindings, fixes
This weekend she will get national recognition on
tebevision for her unique work. The American Bible
Society came to Eau Cladre in March to interview her
her picture taken — or standing in front of any camera
— she admitted it was un interosting day.
"I'd personally not have the camera in my face. .. It
the producer was + she said.
Stanley works Iﬁrliml:mhu?-dd Bibles from day
to day, but she credits the modern-

By Alyssa Waters
For the past six years, she's been fixing cop-

pages and gives al care to covers.

about her craft, Although Stanley sald she hates having

wasn't 8 fun'morning, but the crew was really nice, and

“:'ﬁ.':ﬂ' day Internet for connecting her with
story at 8 producers from the American Bible
a.m. Sunday | SoCiEty.

on WQOW, They were locking for people who
TV48 on ABS | worked with Bibles in their everyday
Presants, lifie, shie sadd,

. "(The producer) thought it was
really neat because it is such a niche,” Stanley said, "He
t it would fit really well into one of their shows."

Hodgson, who has worn many hats with the
American Bible Society since 1991 and who now serves
a8 dian of the society's Mida Institute for Biblical Schol-
arahip, safd he viewed the segment about Stanley and
her work.

“It's a siory that really resonates with us,” he said,
“This is such a wonderfully biblical moment for us —
that there are all kinds of stories in the Bible of the care
of biblical books,

“There is wonderful precedent in the Bible for what
iStunley) is doing.”

A handful of biblical stories recite instances of apsos-
tles caring for and preserving their books,

In his second letter to Timothy, Paul writes, "When
you come, bring the cloak which [ left #t Troas with

Carpus, and the books, especially the parchments® (2
Timothy 4:13)

Also, ke Juliz, those in the Bible work in special
ways to serve the Lord.

“Obviously she's continuing an ancient tradition,”
Hodgson said. “She's impacting more Hwes than she will
probably ever know,”

Stanley credits God for helping her to honse her skill
and help others.

*It"s really cool to do Bibles because they have a lot'of
motes in them and a lof of sextimental vahae,” she said.

Stanley sabd this is her way of getting to fellovwahip
with Christians arousd the world,

She's received Bibles from people in almost all 50
states and even overseis. She worked on a Latin Bible
printed in 1570 from a costomer in Singapore. She's
worked on Biblies s lnrge as 15 inches by 17 inches and
a3 small 'as 2 inches by 3 inchet.

Ehe worked on a Bible from 4 22-year-old Californis
m,wb} uﬂiwﬂ H i |'.'||.q' mother whon she wios
10 yoars ald, The eowver was broken and warn.

EAsdf phiotos by Dan Reland
Above: Jufin Staniey of Eau Claime glued pages from a Biblke ot her shop in Eau Claire, The Bible belongs 1o a 52-year-oid
California woman who Wwas having the Blile bound and covered 50 [t could be buried with her upon death. Stanley, who
restores. books — mostly Biles — will be featured on & show by thie American Bible Soclety. Imset: Staniey mmoved the
birding frem & Bible That was ghan o the owner whon shi was 10 years old,

“She's getting it done because it's a family heirloom,”
Stanbey said. “It's been her Bible since she was 10, and
the cover is pretty much gone, $he wants to be buried
with #1.°

But the Hible she learned the mos: from came from a
pastor in Minnesota.

“He had written (in the marging) how God had
worked in his life — when he was saved and how God
called him to different places.” she sald. "It was just
really cool. I need to write down the blessings God has
given me inmy life.”

Although Stanley’s work, which she considers a form
of art, is stressful on ber hands and back, ahe will con-
tinue 1o fix copies of God's Word as long as he allows
ber to meet the physical requirements.

“There are & few side effects, like carpal tuonel and
needing to keep my hands not broken and cud,” she sald.
“It’s good to have this (work) for the rest of my life.”

Waters can be reached af alyssa watersi@ecpe.com ar
833-9214.



